
V  A  N     P  A  U  G  A  M MEDIA KIT VANPAUGAM.COM

Original pressings. Chicago and beyond.

SIDE A — 

Japanese City Pop:
records, writing,
and DJ sets.
Van Paugam is the DJ, writer, and vinyl specialist widely credited with the global revival of Japanese City
Pop — over a hundred nights in Chicago, Paris, Berlin, and Tokyo, all of it from original Japanese pressings.

BOOK A SET BUY VINYL

● Chicago Reader ● CNN International ● Victor Entertainment ● Japanese Consul-General ● Spincoaster Tokyo

"It probably never would've reached American ears if it weren't for Van Paugam, a Chicago-based DJ who's
made it his life's work to resurrect City Pop for a new generation of Westerners."

— THE CHICAGO READER

FEATURED 

Biography & Archival Impact

Van Paugam is an American DJ and cultural ambassador attributed as a primary figure associated with the
rise of 1980s Japanese City Pop music gaining popularity in the West starting in 2016. He was among the
first DJs to mix Japanese disco, funk, and synth-pop on digital platforms, igniting an archival movement that
brought obscure 1980s Japanese pressings back to international prominence.

Originally from Miami Beach, Paugam moved to Chicago in 2011, undertaking Japanese language studies to
deepen his understanding of City Pop lyricism and production history. For his efforts in reviving the genre,
he was invited to DJ for the Japanese Consul-General of Chicago, featured on CNN International, and
has produced official remixes for JVCKenwood Victor Entertainment.

https://vanpaugam.com/contact
https://vanpaugam.com/buy-vinyl
https://chicagoreader.com/music/van-paugam-city-pop-evangelist-and-dj/
https://vanpaugam.com/latest-news/van-paugam-featured-on-cnn
https://www.jvcmusic.co.jp/-/Discography/A000886/VE3WA-19498.html
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7089d99ded56de055b2617052/files/8c344590-76de-4e38-8fc7-78bf5bbf8aa2/CityPopUpdate.pdf
https://spincoaster.com/news/urban-floating-at-shibuya-dimension-feat-van-paugam-aktr-sugarcreamillusion-kissmenerdygirr
https://chicagoreader.com/music/van-paugam-city-pop-evangelist-and-dj/
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SIDE B — 

Diplomatic & Institutional Highlights

Label Remixes

Produced official remixes for JVCKenwood
Victor Entertainment (Kaoru Akimoto’s 1987 
Cologne) and met with pop star Anri.

Diplomatic Performance

Featured performer for the Japanese Consul-
General of Chicago and U.S.-Japan Council
(USJC Kanpai Chicago).

100+ Vinyl Events

Hosted over 100 vinyl-only events across Tokyo
(Spincoaster), Paris, Berlin, Miami, and Chicago
residencies.

Broadcasting & Radio

Creator and host of the Mayonaka Hour ( )
podcast and guest on CNN International.

Press & Broadcast Archive

CNN International — Featured on NYE Special covering Japanese music trends.

Chicago Reader — Cover profile: "Van Paugam, City Pop Evangelist and DJ".

Spincoaster Tokyo — Covered headline Tokyo set "  (City Floating)".

Journal of Popular Music Studies — Cited in academic research on retro aesthetics.

• 

• 

• 

• 
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AUDIO & MEDIA ARCHIVE — 

Viral Mixes & Streaming Performance

Historical listening figures from the supplied media archive; these are not live platform counts. Explore the podcast & listening
archive →

City Pop  SUMMER EDITION
120,000+ Plays • 55:25 • All-Vinyl Selection

City Pop  2
382,000+ Plays • 51:56 • All-Vinyl Selection

City Pop  (2016)
318,000+ Plays • 58:52 • Signature Debut Mix

Documented Citations & Sources

1. Chicago Reader profile

2. CNN International feature

3. Victor Entertainment official release

4. Spincoaster: Tokyo performance

5. Journal of Popular Music Studies

6. Mayonaka Hour podcast

7. Japanese Consulate of Chicago feature

8. Biography & press archive

https://vanpaugam.com/podcast
https://vanpaugam.com/podcast
https://chicagoreader.com/music/van-paugam-city-pop-evangelist-and-dj/
https://vanpaugam.com/latest-news/van-paugam-featured-on-cnn
https://www.jvcmusic.co.jp/-/Discography/A000886/VE3WA-19498.html
https://spincoaster.com/news/urban-floating-at-shibuya-dimension-feat-van-paugam-aktr-sugarcreamillusion-kissmenerdygirr
https://online.ucpress.edu/jpms/article/33/1/70/116330/Reconstructed-NostalgiaAesthetic-Commonalities-and
https://vanpaugam.com/podcast
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7089d99ded56de055b2617052/files/8c344590-76de-4e38-8fc7-78bf5bbf8aa2/CityPopUpdate.pdf
https://vanpaugam.com/about-van-paugam
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ON SCREEN

Meet the music. See the story.

Select a video preview to watch online. For embedded playback, open vanpaugam.com/media-kit/.

CNN International

A broadcast feature on Japanese City Pop and Van Paugam’s work. Watch video →

Hisashiburi City Pop

Watch Hisashiburi City Pop. Watch video →

Bookings, press & collaborations

info@vanpaugam.com · Booking enquiry
Instagram · The book · Buy vinyl

PLAY VIDEO ONLINE →

PLAY VIDEO ONLINE →

https://vanpaugam.com/media-kit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgXN8EwO6Wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgXN8EwO6Wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgXN8EwO6Wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgXN8EwO6Wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgXN8EwO6Wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PbMlsWGIFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PbMlsWGIFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PbMlsWGIFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PbMlsWGIFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PbMlsWGIFs
mailto:info@vanpaugam.com
https://vanpaugam.com/contact
https://www.instagram.com/vanpaugam/
https://vanpaugam.com/somehow-city-pop-book
https://vanpaugam.com/buy-vinyl
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